
 We, The Islamic School of Canberra acknowledges the traditional custodians of the ACT and surrounding region. We 
respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this region. 

Dear Parent/Carer 

"And no one will be granted such goodness except those who exercise patience and self-restraint,- none but the persons 

of the greatest fortune" 

Sura 41:35 

Congratulations to the last newsletter for Term 1, 2017! It has certainly been a very 

busy term and I thank you all for the support you have provided our teachers as we 

endeavour to provide the best possible academic and pastoral programme for our 

students. 

It is expected that The Canberra Times will be running an article on our Swimming 

Programme in Saturday's paper and I ask you all to look out for it!  

It is a great advertisement for the school and really emphasises how tremendous the 

community response was in running this very important activity. To have over 80% 

of our students involved across the term is a credit to you all. 

Further to this, all students involved would have received a certificate of comple-

tion and an invitation to attend 4 more training sessions across the school holidays - 

free of charge. I would encourage families to make use of this additional service. 

Today ALL students will receive from Swim Australia an activities booklet as a 

reward for completion of this programme. 

I have recently submitted an application for funding to run an Athletics and Orienteering programme early next term 

and I hope we are again fortunate in securing this. It is planned that most sporting activities will take place across the 

first half of Term 2  to provide space for the commencement of Ramadan.  

This term we say farewell to Ms Neha who will be going on Maternity leave. Our community wishes her every bless-

ing as this new stage of her life commences. In Term Two we welcome back Ms Toni who returns from maternity 

leave to again take care of our Year 7 students. It will be nice to welcome Toni back!  

CHANGES TO STAFFING 

1. Ms Neha will be replaced by Mr Kayis in Year 2 until the end of the academic year.

2. Ms Nazmeen will continue her position in Year 2 until the end of the academic year replacing Ms Amira.

3. Mr Callum will continue his position in Year 4 until the end of the academic year

4. Mr Zain is a new staff member with considerable experience in the Humanities field who will be replacing Mr Kayis

in the areas of Relief Staffing/EASLD/Inclusion support. He has considerable experience in the secondary space and

will be assisting in our consolidation of Year 7 and hopefully programming into Year 8 (if our application is accepted).

5. Ms Peta will be having one day release to support the development of registration documentation as well as policy

and procedure at our school. Mrs Gurprit will be replacing her during this day release and I am very excited about her

return to our school- we have missed her!
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AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMME 

NOTE- It is critical we have family support for our AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMME that commences in TERM 2. 

The YWCA will not be able to run this service if numbers are less than ten. Please support this and tell others in the 

community. If numbers are strong, consideration will be given to introduce an additional before school programme. 

HOLIDAY BREAK TIMES 

We enter the break as of today and students are expected to return for classes on WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL 2017. The 

teaching staff will return for a STAFF DAY on 24 April and then break for ANZAC DAY. 

The school will be open every day across the school holiday with the exception of-  

GOOD FRIDAY 14th April and EASTER MONDAY 17th April 

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Please note that WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM commences from TERM 2. This uniform will involve  

BOYS - Grey Trousers, Black Shoes, Tie, School Jumper and button shirt NOT polo shirt 

GIRLS-Dark Green dress, School Jumper and Black shoes  and black shoes with white head scarf. 

All uniform is available at the school and families can also be directed to additional suppliers as  required. 

I ask that families make the effort to ensure correct uniform is worn. The wrong coloured jumper or the wearing of mul-

ti-coloured sports shoes is not a good look and demonstrates little regard for school expectations. If families are unable 

to align to the uniform required they are invited to contact the school so support can be provided. 

MATHLETICS AND READING EGGS- Software programmes 

As a community we need to make a decision regarding the implementation of Reading Eggs and Mathletics. These pro-

grammes have been used at the school for a number of years and staff are overwhelming in the benefit that the pro-

grammes provide the students in Literacy and Numeracy development. The accessibility to be used at home and to be 

varied according to individual ability is a significant strength. The cost of these programmes in total is $56.00 for each 

student and I feel is great value. Unfortunately this needs to be a community focused response as students who do not 

sign up will be limited in terms of the resources available to reinforce presented concepts. I need all parents/carers to 

consider this and make contact with the school if more information is required. A decision will be made early next term 

regarding these programmes. 

CLASS MOVEMENTS 

It is hoped that from the beginning of next term YEAR 7 will be placed into E BLOCK for more classes. Tremendous 

work has been done by maintenance staff and Mr Mohammed in preparing the rooms. This will be an excellent learning 

space and will be further resourced across the year.  
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STUDENT STAFF COUNSELLING SUPPORT 

The school have been notified that we have been with 3 hours of counselling per week from next term. This counsel-

ling may take the form of support for individual students, groups of students and/or staff. It is to cater for those who 

are in situations or are experiencing problems that may be limiting their academic performance and social interactions. 

The counsellor is fully qualified and service is provided free to our school. The counsellor will be meeting with our 

Imam Konda and myself to go through the specific context of our community and I very much look forward to our stu-

dents and staff making use of this.  

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday break - InShallah! 

David Johns   

Principal     

Islamic School of Canberra 

Students dissecting eye and 

heart in science!!  


