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About Islamic School of Canberra 
ISC is an independant co-educational Kindergarten to Year 7. 

ISC teaches quality curricula in religious and academic education; providing each child with 

the necessary learning opportunities to develop their full spiritual, intellectual, emotional 

and physical potential.  

The religious studies program seeks to enhance the knowledge, skills, attitudes and 

spiritual awareness needed by students to understand themselves, their relationship with 

others and God.  

The academic program which follows the Australian National Curriculum enables children 

to become lifelong learners and strives to equip students with the appropriate knowledge to 

become productive members of society.  

By following a curriculum which incorporates both religious and academic studies, students 

received a balanced contextual education that  continues to achieve impressive results in  

academic work. Student behaviour continues to be exemplary. 

School Philosophy 

We believe that each student is unique; therefore we care for, respect and guide every 

child towards full development of his/her intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional 

potential. 

In our teaching, we make every effort to instil and uphold Islamic principles and values 

while providing academic and religious education of the highest quality. ISC endeavours to 

create an environment that will encourage positive behaviours and the pursuit of excellence 

in all aspects of their school life. 

ISC provides opportunities for all students to develop to their full potential and encourage 

students to contribute actively towards the betterment of our Australian society and all 

humanity. 

Motto 

“In Knowledge Lies Strength” 

Vision 

For ISC to become the school of choice; where students thrive and mature into confident 

young adults, whose strengths are recognised and nurtured. A faith-based school which 

encourages and provides dynamic and challenging learning opportunities to meet the 
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needs of all students in order to maximise their potential, so they become leaders of 

tomorrow. 

Mission 

ISC aims to promote excellence in learning and academic achievement through developing 

student curiosity and critical thinking. Islamic principles are embedded throughout the 

school, i nspiring a desire for lifelong learning and the search for knowledge. 

By offering a variety of activities both inside and outside of the classroom, and guided by 

Islamic values and experiences, ISC develops the student’s whole personality, empowering 

each student to become informed decision makers. 

Values 

• Respect 

• Honesty and trustworthiness 

• Responsibility 

• Acceptance 

High Quality of Academic Education 

ISC promotes a culture of excellence by providing challenging and stimulating learning 

experiences that enable all students to explore and build on their gifts and talents. The 

aspects of our school system that contribute to the promotion of excellence and high quality 

of education are: 

• Australian Curriculum 

• Embedded Islamic principles 

• Modern and inclusive pedagogies 

• Dedicated teachers and staff 

• Informed students 

• Supportive and engaged parents 

• Social Justice and Compassion focus 
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Literacy 

Literacy is a significant developmental process which incorporates the ability to 

communicate effectively within a broad range of diverse contexts. This is particularly 

relevant in our school context, given the large number of students from non-English 

speaking backgrounds. 

If students are expected to become effective communicators, they need to become 

confident and competent in both receptive and productive areas of the Australian National 

Curriculum.   

ISC endeavours to design and implement a curriculum that assists students in better 

understanding of language choices, based on the audience and the purpose. ISC will 

ensure that all teachers see literacy teaching as their prioritised responsibility and work 

towards raising student literacy standards. To this end, ISC participates in the Association 

of Independent Schools of the ACT (AISACT) initiative on writing with the LNCA, in order to 

implement a school wide approach to writing using the 6+1 program. 

Numeracy 

Numeracy is a combination of skills which apply mathematics to meet the demands of 

school, personal, home, social and work life. Students require a broad range of knowledge, 

skills and understanding in order to apply mathematical skills in a variety of situations. 

ISC teachers use wide range of teaching tools and methods to cater for the numeracy 

demands of students with different needs. Our teachers promote consistent and effective 

numeracy practices across key learning areas and will involve parents and the wider 

community, in a coordination of these learning practices. 

Islamic Education Program 

The Islamic education program includes Islamic studies, Quran recitation and 

memorisation. Our teaching staff includes well-qualified educators and Quran tutors to help 

students learn to read the Quran in Arabic and also, to help students cultivate an 

understanding of the verses they memorise and recite.  

The Islamic studies curriculum provides ample opportunities for students to explore their 

faith and discover both the practical and profound application of Islam in their young lives. 

Islamic studies also include the character education program, which weaves universal 

moral values of respect, honesty, trustworthiness, responsibility and acceptance.  
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Daily afternoon Salah is an important feature of the school's religious and spiritual life. 

Students and Staff gather in the prayer room for collective prayer in the afternoon while 

enjoying personal moments of supplication and reflection. 

The congregational prayer of Friday is a highlight of the week as students look forward to 

the inspiring words of our Imam or a representative. 

Arabic Langauge 

ISC offers Arabic language as its language other than English according to the Australian 

Curriculum. Arabic lessons provide students with a distinct educational opportunity with 

regards to language learning, different cultures and Australia's multicultural society. 

The Islamic and Arabic department (IAD) follows the requirements of the Australian 

Curriculum and teaches Arabic language from Kindergarten to Year 7 for four periods a 

week. 

 IAD and its teachers are provided with Smartboards and other educational resources to 

allow a more effective delivery of Arabic lessons. Arabic language teaching is embedded in 

a wide range of mediums such as interactive activities, songs, internet resources and a 

variety of media on the following strands: 

• Communicating: 

o Socialising 

o Informing 

o Creating 

o Translating 

o Reflecting 

• Understanding: 

o System of languages 

o Language variation and change 

o Role of language and culture 

Arabic teachers take all students backgrounds (language and culture) into consideration 

when they plan, teach and assess Arabic language. Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) are 

developed and provided for students who require more assistance in their language-

learning journey. 

IAD also holds biannual induction/ workshop sessions for parents to encourage a more 

collaborative involvement of the community in school’s language and religious education. 
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ISC Community 

Student Population Statistics 

ISC prides itself of a diverse student body spanning cultural backgrounds from more than 

21 countries, including indigenous Australia. 

In 2016, 215 students were enrolled at ISC - 106 females and 109 males. 

Staff statistics 

About 26 staff members, both teachers and non-teachers, worked at ISC in 2016. One of 

the teachers held a Doctorate, five held a Master’s degree, and three a postgraduate 

degree. No teachers identified as indigenous. 

Below is a breakdown of staff by role area and gender 

 Teaching Administrative 

Female 13 4 
Male 4 5 

 

Parent / Carer Satisfaction Survey 

An online survey was carried out in December 2016 and early January 2017. 43 responses 

were received from parents / carers of 58 students representing a 27% population 

coverage rate.  Overall the respondents indicated an overwhelming satisfaction with all 

aspects of ISC, particularly the academic dimension. The respondents also provided 

valuable feedback on areas / services they would like to see implemented such as before 

and after school care. There was overwhelming interest in extra curricula activities and this 

was responded to with a series of Welfare programmes and Sporting programmes 

including Athletics, Swimming, Orienteering, Cricket and AFL.   
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Student Attendance 

Attendance Management 

Regular, punctual attendance is important to ensure good progress in schoolwork. If a child 

cannot attend school due to illness, parents inform the school in writing upon return to 

school, or, if in the case of extended absence due to illness, injury or travel, parents notify 

the school via email or telephone.  

Attendance Statistics for 2016 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 
Weighted 
Average 

91.11% 93.06% 93.25% 90.56% 94.59% 93.50% 93.53% 92.80% 
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NAPLAN Results 

Year 3 

 

Year 5 
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Year 7 

 

Years 3-5 Student Gains 

Student gains from the 2014-2016 NAPLAN results for years 3-5 indicate an improvement 

for all three areas including reading, writing and numeracy. The most notable improvement 

in student gain was shown in reading, increasing from band 4 in 2014 to band 7 in 2016. 

Years 5-7 Student Gains 

Student gains from the 2014-2016 NAPLAN results for years 5-7 indicate an improvement 

for all three areas including reading, writing and numeracy. The most notable improvement 

in student gain was shown in writing, increasing from band 5 in 2014 to a band 7 in 2016. 

 

NAPLAN continues to be a useful diagnostic tool which when combined with other school 

data is used to develop effective teaching and learning strategies to provide opportunity for 

students to reach individual potential. ALL students take part in NAPLAN testing and school 

curriculum and programming is NOT adjusted to accomodate preparation for these 

examinations. Our continued sound result are reflective of the LIteracy and Numeracy work 

that takes place in our class rooms every day.  

 

  



Pg. 9 
 

NAPLAN Results  
     

 

 

Income and Expenditure 

 

Income Sources 

 
2016 2015 

 
$ $ 

Fees 360,806 477,276 

Commonwealth 996,649 1,040,985 

ACT 388,139 514,869 

 
1,745,594 2,033,130 

 

Expenditure 

 
2016 2015 

 
$ $ 

Salaries 1,771,889 1,306,380 

Teaching expenses 13,582 14,077 

Admin & Insurance 641,566 733,576 

Depreciation 76,537 69,732 

Finance costs - 4,801 

 
2,503,574 2,128,566 
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